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manner Qf&felloivsJtip, or collegiate society, maintaining them-
selves, and the poor of the Church, with a common purse; the

rest of the fa ithfnl keeping that purse continually stored. And
in this sense it is that the SACRED HISTORY saith,6 All which
bettered were in one place, and had all things common? Acts
ii. 44.

" In the histories of the Church, and in the writings of the
ancient Fathers for centuries after, we find no other way for the
maintenance of the clergy, but only this, the treasury of JESUS
CHRIST, furnished through men's devotion^ bestowing some-
times goods, sometimes lands, that way; and out of His treasury,
the charge of the service of GOD was defrayed, the Bishop, and
the clergy under him, maintained; the poor, in their necessity,
ministered unto. For which purpose, every Bishop had some
one of the Presbyters under him, to be treasurer of tlie Church,
to receive, keep, and deliver all, which office, in Churches
Cathedral, remaineth even till this day, albeit the use thereof,
be not altogether so large now as heretofore. The disposition
[disposal] of their goods was by the appointment of the Bishop.
Wherefore Prosper, speaking of the Bishops' care therein, saith,
"It was necessary for one to be troubled therewith, to the end

The Levitical priesthood was amply provided foi by THE LAW OP GOD. Hooker,
p. 370, 380, reckons, that if the quality of the tythes an & offerings assigned to the Jewish
clergy, the priests and Levlles, and their manner of leceiving them without laboui, ex-
pence, or chaige, be taken into consideration, the tiibe of Levl had jour-twelfths of the
pioduce of the Holy Land, or four times as much as any of the other tribes. They had also
a considerable landed property, for GOD was pleased to appoint them forty-eight cities,
scattered through the twelve tribes, with territories of land or glebes adjoining., to hold as
their own free Inheritance for ever, both to enable them to discharge, and reward them
for discharging duly, their sacred functions of instructing and educating the people in re-
ligion and morality. Bainabas, the Levite, was one of the foiemost contributors to the
maintenance of the Christian Church, u who sold the land in his possession, and brought
the money, and laid it at the Apostles9 feet," Acts iv. 36*, 37- And his example was fol-
lowed by sevejal of the primitive Fathers of the Ciiuich, PauUnus, Hilary, Cyprian, &c.
who, befoie they were made bishops, having been owners of ample possessions,, sold
them, and gave them away to the poor.

When, therefore, the Apostle judged that " Presbyters, who ruled well m the Church
of CHRIST, should be accounted worthy of double honour/' 1 Tim. v. 17> he meant double
the stipend which the priests of the law received, as is evident from the paiallel passage,
" For if that ministry which was of the letter were so glorious, how shall not the ministry
of the Spirit be mote glorious?" 2 Cor. iii. 7j 8- That is? if the minibters of the LAW,
which was only u the letter," or contained the n/dlmctits or elements of the GOSPEL,
was so honourably maintained, how much moie the ministers of the Spirit, or higher
evangelical dispensation ? "If the labourer was worthy of his hiie" under THE LAW, how
much moie undoi THE GOSPLL ? 1 Tim. v 18.
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